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True enjoyment comes from activity of the mind and exercise of the body; the
two are united. ~Alexander von Humboldt

Jinjer’s Thoughts:

1st Annual Crossroads Benefit Concert
& Festivities in the Park . . .
a Huge Success
P RAI S E
THE LORD!

I’m pleased to announce that the first
annual Crossroads Shelter Benefit
Concert & Festivities in the Park, held
on April 10th and co-sponsored by ASA,
was well-received and well-attended by
the community; and our goal was not
only met, but surpassed. The Crossroads
Shelter provides a safe haven to the
homeless while allowing them dignity,
restoring hope, and offering them the
assurance that someone cares.
As most of you know, if you’ve been
following our announcements in the
previous three newsletters, the goal of
the benefit was to raise $10,000.00 for
the shelter to help it keep its doors open
to the homeless between the hours
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. during the week.
Faced with budget cuts, among other
things, Crossroads Shelter has not been
able to provide full services to the
homeless, such as three meals a day
and shelter “need” 24 hours a day.
Consequently, during the week, the
homeless have been asked to leave the
shelter at 8:00 a.m. to stay elsewhere

during the day and not allowed back in
the shelter until 4:00 p.m.
As a result, more and more homeless
people were seen walking the streets in
Wytheville during the fall months of
2009. Local citizens and business owners
found some of these “homeless” people
sleeping on their properties during the
eight-hour expulsion from the shelter. I
can just imagine the number of phone
calls made to the Wytheville town police
asking for vagrants to be escorted off their
premises. Yes, this created a problem for
Wytheville … the homeless had no place
to go.
Because Wytheville (situated at the
intersection of I-77 and I-81) is
considered the “Hub of Southwest
Virginia,” it’s popular belief among a
majority of the citizens that a lot of these
homeless people are transients from out of
town. Some even believe these homeless
people have greatly increased the drug
and crime rate in the Wytheville area.
Regardless of that thought, let me present
something rather surprising to you.
Lee Ogle, Community Development
Director of the Family Resource Center
and Crossroads Shelter, stated that
in a seven-county area, the highest
percentages of homeless people come
from Wythe County. According to her

statistics she presented (to Melissa
Collins, Shannan Tate, and me) at a prior
meeting, Wythe County alone housed
3,552 nights of shelter from January
through December of 2009. That’s a lot
of beds. Now let’s compare Wythe
County to her other seven counties
providing the same services in 2009:
Bland (49), Carroll (462), Galax (7),
Grayson (326), Pulaski (1037), Smyth
(538), and Washington (189). As you
can see, Pulaski County is second
highest on the list. I am sure there are
many factors that attribute to why this
rate is so high in Pulaski and Wythe
counties; however, it does raise a
question of awareness for the need to
substantiate and support this issue. In
general, non-profit organizations are
funded by private donations, churches
and grants. If the Family Resource
Center contracted with the Crossroads
Shelter Board of Directors in 2007, why
aren’t these services being met? A
question has been raised as to just how
much money donated to the charities
that run the shelters actually gets to
the homeless people and the needed
services. In many cases, there is a large
overhead in administrative costs, which
compromise the money for homeless
clients.
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Crossroads Benefit (continued)
Melissa Collins (employee of Truliant
Federal Credit Union) became inspired
with the spirit to do something after talking
to one of the homeless. This person came
into the Credit Union for a cup of coffee
one very cold wintry morning … his
backpack on. From this conversation, she
learned that the shelter was in need of
support. Melissa prayed about this, and
God led her to me, seeking my help in
organizing a fundraiser for the Shelter. In
turn, God led me to Shannan Tate (Just
Jewelry) to help us organize the Benefit
Concert & Festivities in the Park. We
decided to pray about raising $10,000.00
for the benefit, knowing nothing was
impossible for God. With the help of all the
bands, vendors, and our local citizens, God
did more than that. As of April 27th, the
last of the money came in for the event,
and we raised a total of $12,688.00 for the
Crossroads Shelter.
We started with $3,000.00 … and on
April 10th, between 12:00 noon and 6:30
p.m., on a beautiful day at Elizabeth
Brown Memorial park, Debbie Fontaine’s
Accounting Etc. pit crew tallied $7,638.00.
Now isn’t that just like God! When He has
His hand on something, anything is easy.
To all volunteers, businesses, private
sponsors, those who donated to the cause,
and those who had the same faith
and vision to see the Crossroads
Shelter keep its doors open and have the
opportunity to minister to these lonely
spirits and love them unconditionally ...
thank you. Thank you, everyone, for all
your hard work and efforts.
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▲ Danny Gordon as “MC” ▲ festivities
for the youth

1st Annual
Crossroads
Benefit Concert
and
Festivities
in the Park
▼ community support & enjoyment

GROUP EXERCISE CLASSES:
Boot Camp:
Class Time 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday nights
in Wytheville
Boot Camp:
Class Time 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday nights at the
Pentecostal Holiness Church on
Parsonage Avenue in Rural Retreat

A personal trainer is not a luxury.
It's a preventative investment for optimal health and wellness.
A variety of personal training programs are also offered,
please call for additional information.

▲ James Covert demonstrates
blacksmithing skills

CONGRATULATIONS
“MOST INCHES LOST” Contest Winners
Tammy Hayden
of Wytheville and
Cheryl Viars
of Rural Retreat
won the “Most
Inches Lost”
contest held from
January through
Tammy Hayden March of 2010
Wytheville
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